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Figs. 10-12 - Discoasteroides bramlettei n. sp., 10) 47.2-9-5, 77-68 em, USNM 169199, 
electron-micrograph, 2500 x; 11) Holotype USNM 169200, 2000 x; 12) cross-polarized, 

2000 x. 

Description: 

This species is circular in plan view with a serrate outline and a main cycle composed of 17 
to 21 straight, radial elements that are not in contact only at the broadly pointed tips forming 
the serrate margin. This main cycle of elements is dark in cross-polarized light. A smaller 
secondary cycle of 17 to 22 straight radial elements forms a central structure that rises slightly 
above the level of the main cycle and is bright in cross-polarized light with an extinction cross. 

Size: 9 to 11 microns. 

Remarks: 

The main cycle with recessed sutures, a high ridge on each element, and each element ending 
in a blunt point are characters similar to those of early species of Discoaster. But the small 
central cycle that is bright in cross-polarized light and occupies on half to one quarter of the 
diameter of the main cycle distinguishes Discoasteroides bramlettei from species of Discoaster. 

Discoasteroides bramlettei is distinguished from Discoasteroides kuepperi (STRADNER) by having 
more than twice as many elements in each cycle and a much more closely appressedsecon dary 
cycle. It is distinguished from Discoasteroides megastypus BRAMLETTE & SULLIVAN by having 
a prominent outer cycle with fewer rays and a serrate margin to the inner cycle rather than a 
high stem. 

Type level: 

Upper Paleocene. 

Occurrence: Discoasteroides bramlettei is common in samples of the upper Paleocene Heliolithus 

kleinpelli Zone of the Shatsky Rise in the northwestern Pacific Ocean at the type locality. This 
species has also been observed in samples of upper Paleocene sediment from Belus, France 
(M. N. Bramlette, personal commun., 1969). 
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Type locality: 

DSDP core 47.2-9-5, 77-78 em, Shatsky Rise, Pacific Ocean. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 169200; paratype: USNM 169199. 

Author: 

Bukry D. and Percival S.F., Jr., 1971, p. 129; pl. 3, figs. 10-12. 

Reference: 

New tertiary calcareous nannofossils. Tulane Studies m Geology and Paleontology, vol. 8, 
no 3, pp. 123-146, pls. 1-7. 
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